
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 5th DECEMBER 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner kindly volunteered to help install and remove the Speed Indication Device (SID) from the two locations on the A30 when necessary (fortnightly). This is the third person to kindly volunteer, which means the PC will be able to go ahead and purchase the SID and keep ongoing costs to a minimum..  (The purchase of the SID is still waiting for Avon and Somerset Constabulary to decide if a grant is available to help fund the purchase, and is also waiting for new SID posts to be installed be contractors).
A parishioner asked if the Church clock will be repaired sometime.  Cllr Goodes responded that this is awaiting a response from the War Memorial Grant Trust (WMT) regarding a 70% grant. The decision date has been deferred by WMT: it is now anticipated that this will be received towards the end of Jan 2024. A condition of a WMT grant is that works are not started before any award is made.

 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), Doug Reeve, Dave Tuck, Debbie Taylor and J’aime Wetherell 
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk) and 2 Members of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
John Cox, Kevin Rixon, Oliver Patrick (County Councillor) and Mike Hewitson (County Councillor) 
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6th NOVEMBER 2023 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeves).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
None.

5. DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
County Councilor’s reports were previously circulated.

6. DEVOLUTION OF SERVICES
A discussion took place regarding Somerset Council’s Asset and Service devolution letter, sent to all Parish Councils. Somerset Council were asking city, town and parish councils to consider which (if any) of the services given, they would consider supporting financially or take on provision of.  Each item on the devolution list was discussed.  Several of the items were already done by the PC.  There were several other options that could also be considered in future.  There were also many other items that the Parish Council would not considered doing (at this time).  Cllr Goodes agreed to capture the PC debate and, following Cllrs having a chance to check it, respond to Somerset Council giving details of this discussion. Any further tasks taken on by the PC that require additional funding would need to be included in 2025-26 budget and precept setting (although this is currently unclear at this time).

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) Planning application received: 

-App No: 23/02890/HOU The erection of single storey rear extension to dwelling at 15 Orchardleigh, East Chinnock.  A resolution was passed to support this application (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve).

b) There were no planning applications received after publication of the agenda.

8. FINANCE
a) Discussion took place regarding the PC budget for 2024-25.  Last years budget was £11,356. The PC still has reasonable reserves, but Coucillors thought it should be increase due to rising costs and other planned expenditure. There were several unknown values for further ongoing SID Costs, the PC contribution to the fixing of the Church Clock and the future of the ParishLengthsmen .  It was agreed this would be discussed by email, prior to deciding the precept at January’s meeting.

b) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Tuck):

· The Play Inspection Comp. Ltd – Annual Inspection (£82.50 + VAT £16.50)               £99.00

 Cllr Reeve asked the PC if they would contribute something to help fund the purchase of plants that the Garden Club bought for the Community field in the summer. A resolution was passed to contribute £200.00 for the Garden Club. (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Goodes).

9. COMMUNITY PARK
a) The issues found during the ‘Annual Inspection’ were class as ‘low risk’ and ‘very low risk’ (and many had been identify from previously).  There is currently a black-bin at the park that needs to be removed.  It was thought this belongs to the Church.

b) A resolution was passed to purchase four new swing seats (2 x baby-swings and 2 x flat swings) (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Goodes).  It was agreed not to purchase chains at this time.

10. PARISH ISSUES
a) The Clerk as received a quote of £50 to repair the Village Hall planter damage.  A resolution was passed to approve this (Proposer: Cllr Goodes, Seconder: Cllr Tuck).

b) The Clerk discussed possible options for a replacement ‘bus stop’ waste bin.  Following discussion it was decided not to buy a bin replacement at this time (a budget for one will be held for next year).

c) Cllr Goodes has said the War Memorial Grant Trust (WMT) application, for a grant to repair the Church Clock, will not be decided on until 31st January, due to a delay in processing applications.

d) Simon Wetherell has kindly agreed to host Parish Council minutes and agenda and also the financial documents on the East Chinnock Village website.

e) The Clerk has been contacted by a Somerset Council library manager regarding the removal of the East Chinnock Mobile Library stop.  Unfortunately the number of people using it is currently ‘less then 3’ which means it is no longer viable. It was agreed to put something in the Chinnock chimes saying that people should ‘use it or lose it’ and along a period of three months continuation of service, to see if usage picks up.  The library manager has agreed to extend this period to the end of March and re-review the use at this time

f) Jaime Wetherall has kindly agreed to do the reading at East Chinnock Church carol service.

g) The Clerk has received is quote of £135.00 (plus VAT) for a 2-hour Defibrillator/ First aid training. The Clerk thought it would be worth asking for potential interest first, before setting a date. It was agreed a Tuesday evening in April or May, (once it is light it the evening) was an appropriate time.  Cllr Wetherell agreed to post this on Facebook, to see how many people are potentially interested.

h) It was agreed to discuss allotments at January’s meeting.

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
a) Cllr Goodes has written to the Entertainments Committee and also to Mr Greenslade, outlining the PC views regarding the bonfire night and the use of low noise fireworks. Conduct that took place at the bonfire event was raised and Cllr Goodes agreed to write to Mr Greenslade a further letter.

Cllr Tuck agreed to contact Pat Lock regarding the Bonfire night profits. 

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
a) The Clerk has contacted ‘Greenways’ for a potential ‘Parish Lengthsmen’ replacement, and they have quoted £30 an hour (around £7 more per hour than Somerset Council Ranger scheme).  It was agreed further quotes should be sought. Discussion regarding having the lengthsmen visit once-a-month instead of once-every-two-month might also be an option.

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Having reported vehicle registration of people parking on the pavement to the police several times, Cllr Reeve has reported some success and believes the Police have taken action and asked for the vehicle(s) to be removed from the pavement.  

b) Cllr Reeve has been informed that the contractor installing the new SID Posts on the A30,  will now be doing this in January/February.

c) Several new potholes are beginning to appear and Cllr Reeve is reporting them to Highways. 

The camber on the road at Orchardleigh has changed, so that when it rains, the water flows down the road past the drain and just keeps going all the way down the road (this may become an issue in icy weather).  Cllr Reeve believes it may need a diverter of some sort, to ensure that the water is directed into the drain and he agreed to follow this up.
 

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
a) Cllr Wetherell attended the Village Hall Committee meeting.  Much of the discussion revolved around the increasing costs of running the hall.  The VHC are considering a metered option for the electricity cost. It was decided not to increase rent further, as this has been done recently).  The recent Christmas Craft fayre raised £196.

b) Regarding the new PC ‘logo’, Cllr Wetherall has said she is looking to ask people to design a ‘Scene’ sometime in January-February.

15. RIGHTS OF WAY
It was reported that several motorbikes have been using the footpaths again.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
It was agreed to agenda a discussion regarding a ‘Kings Birthday card’ for a village resident who is 100 years in 2024.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
a) The first Monday in January is a bank holiday. Following discussion it was agreed that January’s meeting should be held on Monday, 8th January, 2024 (7.30pm in the Village Hall).

b) It was agreed that PC meetings would be held on the first Monday of each month in 2024.  The exception is May (which is a bank holiday), and it was agreed to hold the meeting on Monday 13th May, 2024.  The meeting closed at 8.40pm.  .

